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GENES1sS XXL 16. 


And Abrabam weighed to Epbron the 
Sikver which be had named, in the 
audience of the Sons of Heth, four 
bundred $hbekels of Sifver, currant 
Money with the Merchant. 


Frer a generous Conteſt betwixt E. 

A phron the Hittite, offering freely as a 
Gift the Cave of Machpelah, and Abra- 

ham handſomly refuſing ſo to take it, but de- 
ſiring earneſtly to purchaſe it for a poſſeſſion of a 
mg-place amongſt them, at an appointed Price, 

it was agreed, That he ſhould pay Four hun- 
dred Shdlls of Silver for it. And Moſes tells 
us in the Text, That Abraham weighed to E- 
phron, &c. Of which Words, the Ule that I 
intend\to make, at preſent, will be this, to take 
occaſion from them to conſider. Firſt, The 
Uſe and Neceſſity of Money to the carrying on 
the Trade and Commerce of the World, Se- 
condly, The Miſchicts of corrupting and deba- 
ling Money, the coyning of bad Metal, or the 
| +, clipping 
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clipping and _— from good. Thirdly, The 
Reaſonablenelſs and Juſtice of the, Laws that 
puniſh ſuch Offenders. 

Fuſt, Of the Ule and Neceſlity of Money 
to the carrying on the Trade and Commerce 
of the World. 

Men finding it, at farſt, impoſſible to ſubliſt 
of themſelves, and by the immediate Product 
of their own Labours, were conſtrain'd to have 
recourſe to one another, to ſupply their Wants: 
They carried what they had the greatelt plenty 
of, and beſt could ſpare, to purchaſe what they 
needed moſt, at another's Hands; who gave 
them what they came for, in conſideration of 
what they brought, if he found it valuable 
with others, or uſeful to himſelf, 

This was, it is agreed, the way Men took at 
firſt, in the Infancy of Time and Trade, to fur- 
niſh themſelves with the Neceſlaries, and ſome 
of the Conveniencies of Lite, by Bartering and 
Exchanging one Commodity for another. 

Bur this was found to be very inconvenient, 
upon the account of its being difhcule to agree 
upon the Price and Value of what each had in 
his PoſlefſGon ; and the trouble of carrying and 
tranſporting Goods and Cattle from Place to 
Place, and loſing oftentimes their Pains = 


A Sermon againſt Clipping. 
Labour, by reaſon that no one wanted what 
they brought, nor would exchange, unleſs they 
would part with it, to their great loſs. # And 
therefore, to prevent theſe Inconveniencies, it 
was agreed upon (we know not when, nor 
how, exattly ) that ſomething ſhould be us'd 
in common by them all, with which they 
ſhould be able to purchaſe every thing they 
wanted, from another; and by which they 
might rate and value all things that chey had 
themſelves : To ſet up (in a word) fome one 
particular thing, to be the common Meaſure 
of the Worth and Price of every thing beſides : 
And this was to be ſomething that was portable, 
far caſe and convenience; lomething durable, 
that it might not by conſtant uſe wear ſoon a- 
way 3 and ſomething notover-ſ{carce, nor over- 
common ; and ſomething , laſtly, that was 
beautiful, All theſe Qualizes concurring in 
Metals, ſuch as Braſs and Copper, Silver and 
Gold, they were each of them pitched upon, 
by ſeveral Nations, according tothe Plenty, or 
the Scarcity they had of them, to ſerve to all 
the above-nam'd Purpoſes: And this greatching 
thac was to counter- ce, and (as the Preacher 
ſays it does, Eccle/. 49.) to anſwer all things 
elle, was what we now call Money. 


B 2 How 
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How long this thing has been in practice in 
the World, is of no great. Uſe to enquire ; the 
mention of it in the Text, is older than we can 
find in any Book beſides, by at leaſt Seven hun- 
dred Years, and yet there is no doubt but Mo. 
ney was us'd before the Days of Abraham, Bur 
what is to our purpole to obſerve, is, That ir 
was valued both by Buyer and Seller, accord- 
ing to its Weight ; and all the Money that was 
received, was firſt weighed, as being the only 
means to remedy the former Inconvenien- 
cies; for by this, a Man was ſure, that he 
received ſo much Money as he rated his Goods 
at, and with which he might purchaſe as much 
of what he wanted, as he could have had in 
exchange for his Goods, without the trouble 
and hazard of carrying them up and down, 
For Money is the common Pawn or Pledge, 
that cne Man takes, in hopes of parting with 
it to another, for what he wants, whenever he 
fees fir. But this could never be, unleſs its 
weight were certain and determin'd. It is there» 
fore ſure, that weight is Mens ſecurity, and the 
true intrinſick worth of Money. 

But becauſe it was too troubleſome, and 
rook up too much time, to carry Scales, and 
weigh whatever they receiv'd, Men found ir 
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convenient to have a Stamp or Mark ſet upon 
every Piece, to ſignihe its weight and value; by 
which Men knew what they receiv'd or paid 
away, with little or no trouble. 

Yer ſomething ſtill was wanting to fecure 
the truth of Payments: Men might be frau- 
dulent and falſe, and bring their Money, 
truly Mark'd and Stamp'd, and of a juſt 
Weight, but of ſomewhat a baſer Meral, and 
more alloy than it ſhould truly be ; by which 
a Frader ſhould receive as much for quantity 
and denomination as he ought, but not of 
equal fineneſs and goodneſs with the current 
Coin. To guard Men therefore againſt all 
theſe Miſchiefs, and to keep them from doing 
and receiving Injuries, and from- impoſing 
one upon another, and to fecure Trade, it 
was judged abſolutely neceſlary to intruſt the 
Kings and Governours of Nations with che 
Care and Charge of Coining all the Publick 
Money. For who are fo fit as they, who are 
preſum'd to be the Fathers of their People, the 
Men of greateſt Honour and Integrity, who 
are the moſt concern'd, and have the moſt to 
win or loſe, and who are appointed and ſet 
up by God and Man, for no other end and 
purpoſe than co conlult, procure, and com 
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ſerve the general Good of their reipeCtive 
People : Who are ſo fit as they to have this 
Charge committed to them, that is of ſuch 
Importance, and fo univerſal a concern ? So 
that now we have the Publick Faith and Con- 
ſcience, Intereſt and Honour, all engag'd to 
ſecure to the Receiver the Weight and Fineneſs 
of every ſingle Piece of Money, The Heads 
of Princes are not only ſtamp'd for Ornament 
and Honour, and to declare who are and have 
been Governours of ſuch a Nation, but pub- 
lickly to vouch the erue intripfick ages. of 
every Piece, and cell Men tha they there rc- 
ceive fo much Silver, and of ſuch a fineneſs, 
and that that Image warrants it : And for this 
cauſe it has been always highly Penal ro Coun- 
cerfeir the Publick Stamp, and to Coin Money, 
tho' of equal Weight and Goodneſs with the 
King's : Not that any grÞat evil is hereby done 
to any Man, but that- if chis were indulg'd to 
private 'People, the World would fall again 
into diſtruſt and fear, into ſuſpicion and un- 
certainty abour theic Money, and return anew 
to weighing and trying all they took. 

This is the ſhort Account and Hiſtory of 
Money. -Neceſlity (which grows continually, 
and will do ſo to the World's end) firlt in- 
.. troduc'd 
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troduc'd the uſe of it ; and it could not be 
uſeful but by being the common Standard 
and Mealure £ the Price and Worth of every 
thing beſides ; and it could not be this, but 
by being of -ſuch a certain and determined 
Weight and Fineneſs; and of this we could 
not be ſecure, without much Pains and Trou- 
ble, but by entruſting the Coinage of it ro 
Kings, and (ſuch as they Commiſſtonate and 
Appoint, to ſee that the Commonwealth re- 
ceive no dammage. 

We are now in the Second Plare, to fee the 
Miſchiefs of corrupting and debaſing Money, 
the Coining bad Metal, and the Clipping and 
Stealing from good. 

The Coining even of good Metal and full 
=> ht, is (we have ſeen aboye ) of ill Ex- 


ple, and of ill when done. 
by Pence People, ac adhd Authority, be 


caule it lays the way open to Deceit and Fraud, 

and takes away the Tru 

have in the Princes faithful and honeſt dealing 
with them, and brings them again to a ſtate 
of jealouſic and caution each of one another. 

4 to be ſure, the Coining of bad Metal, 

mult be miſchievous: Juſt fo much Miſchief 
and Injury muſt needs be done to: every in+ 


{t and Security Men 


dividual . 
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A Sermon againſt Clipping. 
dividual Man that takes it, as there is wanting 
of the uſual Weight and Fineneſs in each ſingle 
Piece. Suppoſe, for inſtance, Men ſhould mix 
one third of baſer Metal with their Silver,. and 
put it off for good and true, and ſuch as ir 
pretends to be ; *ris manifeſt, that every one 
receiving ſuch a Piece would be impos'd upon, 
and loſe one third of what he ought to have: 
For the Publick Faith engages, that every Man 
receiving a Piece of ſuch a Mark and Deno- 
mination, ſhall receive in it ſo much Silver, 
and of ſuch. a Fineneſs ; and here a Man re» 
ceives but Tiwenty Pence for Half a Crown, 
whole Stamp proclaims it is to go for Thirty. 
The Caſe indeed is not ſo well as I put it, for 
they who Coin falſe Money, give us neither a , 
fifth nor ſixth part of good Silver ; and all 
that is wanting is ſo much Cheat and real 
Injury : So that that iſpudent Demand of 
Who is bereby Wronged? can find no Place; for 
every one is wronged that takes this Money, 
and every one is actually a loſer more or lels, 
by reaſon it quickly ſtops, and is not currant : 
Here every body ſees and feels the Injury ; and 
if it falls upon, the Poor and Labouring Man, 
he loſes, ic may be his Day's Work, and the 
Family its Subſiſtence and Proviſion : Bur 1 
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A Sermon againſt Clipping. 
put the Caſe fo fair, thac I may not multiply 
particulars, bur join the Clipping of good Mo- 
ney with the Coining of bad, and mixing baler 
Metal with Silver : For if Half a Crown be 
Clip'd to Twenty Pence, it is equal to Half a 
Crown not Clip'd, that has but Tizenty Pence of 
Silver in it. And the Injury to Private People 
is the ſame; and therefore 1 conſider them as 
one and the ſame Offence, in that they both 
alike defraud the Receiver of what is his due; 
for there the Injuſtice lies : that is the Sin at the 
botrom ; there is ſo much ſtollen from every 
Man as there is leſs given him than he ſhould 
recelve. 

And this adminiſters occaſion to People, either 
Strangers or Natives, to Cheat us even with true . 
Silver ; for they may ſecretly Coin us ( as 'tis 
PR they do) a great deal of true Silver, 

ut not of full Weight, and putting it off under 
the ſhelter of Clip'd Money, do gain' thereby at 
leaſt one third. Now no one gains but what 
another loſes in ſuch Bargains. By this the 

Foreigners ( that are but dextrous and will ven- 
ture) have opportunity of purchaſing what Com- 
modities they pleaſe, and paying us with little Mo- 
ney, for which they mult otherwiſe (were there 

+ no Money Clipd)-give us good Silver, _ 
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fall Weight, either of theirs, or our own Coin, 

Thus Clipping lays us open to the Cheats 
and Injuries of all the World, as well as of our 
own People. I do not lay that Strangers dv, 
bur that they may improve the Villany and In- 
juſtice of our own Clippers, to their own ad- 
vantage, and to our farther Miſchief; and 'ris a 
wonder it they do not : For it is not very likely 
that one Nation ſhould raiſe the value of its 
Money above its true intrinſick worth ( which 
is indeed its Weight and Fineneſs) bur that its 
Neighbours will have ſome advantage by it, by 
Importing Money of the like Weight with that 
which goes Currant. Now the paſſing of Mo- 
ney Clip'd, for Money of juſt Weight, is, in 
effect and truth, raiſing our Money, and making 
that to go for Thirty Pence, which is indeed bur 
worth Twenty. And therefore there is, ar leaſt, 
ſome hazard of Foreigners Coining and Import- 


ing Money of equal Weight and Fineneſs with 


our own, which cannot poſlibly be done, with- 
Out our great 46. each Now this could ne- 
ver come to pals without our Clipping, for that 
alone it is that gives them opportunity ; that is 
the handle they may take their hold of : And if 
we do not ſee Money of this kind paſs com- 
monly about, it is no Argument that there 
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is none Imported from abroad, nor Coin'd ar 
home, for a little Arr is ſufficient (they ſay) to 
cover that deceit, and make it paſs for od. 

Well, but the Money paſles ſtill for good and 
currant Coin, and where is then the Miſchief 2 
a little Shilling buys as much as a great one, 
and the Name and Character of Pieces are as 
good a Standard and Meaſure of the Price and 
Worth of all things elſe, as if they were full 
Weight, and anſwered to their Name and Cha- 
racer ; and therefore where is the Offence and 
Injury? who is hereby wronged > This in- 
deed is the laſt reſort of all the Patrons of this 
Practice ; the Refuge to which the Guilry fly 
themſelves, and the conſideration that ſtirs the 
Peoples pitty at their Sufferings ; they think that 
hereby none is Injur'd, but this is a miſtake, for 
every one is -Injur'd more or leſs by Clipping, 
The Merchant that Exports more Goods from 
home, than he Imports from abroad, muſt un- 
avoidably diſcharge the over-ballange with good 
Money ; this he can never do with Clip, for it is 
not Ceſar*s Face and Titles, but Weight and Goods + 
neſs that procure Credit: And it a Foreignet® * 
Import more of his Country Goods than he 
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carries away of ours, the over-ballance muſt be 3 | 


paid in weighty Money, for the Clip'd will nor 
C 2 go 
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0 abroad : Now, if the Exportation of our 
weighty Money (which is only now the Mul'd ) 
be a miſchief to the Nation, we lee it is occaſion'd 
chiefly by the Clipping : for if the Old were of 
the ſame due Weight with the New (as it is 
before thele Thieves teal from it ) the New 
and Old would be Exported alike; and then 
the Complaint would only be of the Exportati- 
on of Money in general ; which, whether it be 
Good or Evil to a Nation, I have nothing ro 
lay : Only one cannor help ſeeing, that as os 
is Law on one fide, fo there is unavoidable Ne- 
ceſſity on the other, it we Import more Foreign 
Goods than we carry out of our own Kingdom, 
| am only concern'd to fay, that if Exporting 
our New-Money be a miſchief, it is owing eſpe- 
cially to the Clipping of the Old ; and that there- 
tore Clipping is Injurious. And it we do not 
give thele Foreigners our weighty Money in ex- 
change for their Commodities, becauſe we can- 
not get it, yet we muſt give them Goods pro- 
porttonably more or better ; They will not be 
Loſers by our Clipping: They will either con- 
tract for Money of tull Weight (if they beto carry 
Money home, or to another Trading Country) or 
for proportionable allowance in che Goods they 
take for what they bring. And what is the con- 
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ſequence of a Merchant's paying more for what 
he buys of a Foreigner, but that he will ask a 
better Price of the Retailer? And the Conſequence 
of that muſt needs be, that every one that buys 
muſt make amends for the Defe&t of clip'd Mo- 
ney. And thus the Injury is univerſal; all thac 
conſume Commodities of Foreign growth or 
make, are affefted more or leſs by this firſt Injury 3 
but becauſe the Miſchief is fo general, and dif- 
fus'd, and at ſuch diſtance and remove, Men ei- 
ther think not at all, or but ſlightly of it. 

An Inſtance, it may be, will make che Matter 
plain roevery one. Suppole then that a Foreigner 
unport (and it is the ſame thing, as if wefetch'd ) 
from abroad, Goods to the value of Thirty thou- 
land Ponds ; but it is Silver only,and not Goods 
that he will have in exchange for whar he brings : 
You are therefore (ure, that he means not Thirty 
thouſand Pounds in clip'd Money, for that he ſees 
is no more worththan Twenty ; and you may 
call ic how, or what you pleaſe, at home, bur ic 18 
nor, as the "Text expreſles it, Money currant with the 
Merchant ; 4. e. with one that Trades+ abroad, un- 
leſs it be of full Weight. The Commerce there- 
fore is atan end, unlefs you can procure him full 
Money ; which being impoſſible, ( we may well 
enough ſuppole it lo, for {o it will ſhortly be, 
withou: 
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without all peradventure ) it muſt be made up of 
the clip'd, and then he receives what is but as 
Thirty to him, but it may be very near Forty from 
us. And whomuſt make up this, but we that buy 
theſe Goods ar ſecond, or third, or farther hand ? 
The Merchant will not ſell chat for Thirty which 
colt him Forty, we may be ſure ; and therefore it 
is evident, zo a Demonſtration, That every one 
pays proportionably more for what he buys, by 
realon of Clipping, and therefore every one is 
cheated by it, and cheated conſtantly, alcho' he 
mind not the particulars, 

This Evil is indeed avoided, where Foreigners 
will cake our clip'd Money, in aflurance of putting 
ic off again, for Goods they want tocarry home; 
bur it is only avoided for the preſent ; che Nati- 
on will unqueſtionably feel ir, ere long, co their 

reat {mart ; the Puniſhmenc is indeed deferr'd, 
- every one knows that that is no acquittance. 

Suppoſe a little tarther, That a Company of 
ill-deftigning People {hid buy up all the Plate 
in L and pay for it in clipd Money : The 
Gold{miths will by .heſe means give more away 
than they receive, by ac leaſt one chird of Ster- 
ling Silver. This opens the way to their prodi- 
gious loſs, for it the Money ſhould be call'd in 
then, (and why not then, as well as any time at- 
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ter or beſides? ) they muſt undoubtedly be lo- 
ſers ſo much by it; and why ſhould any Body 
of Men be fo exposd to Ruine, by ſuch Vil- 
lainy ? Well, but chey are content ro Trafhck 
at this Rate ; yes, and ſo muſt every one be- 
ſides, by a ſtrong Neceſlity ; but ir is ſtill in hopes 
that they ſhall pals away what they receive, art 
the ſame Price : But will not this Hope perith 
lometime or other ? Yes, nds |" bur 
becauſe we know not when, we do not value ir. 


Bur is not Clipping, notwithſtanding this un- 


certainty of Time, an Injury and piece of Thekt : 
Becauſe we do not feel at preſent, do we never 
tear a Miſchief for the furure > We think not ſo 
weakly in any other Cale. What makes Men 
planc, in their Eſtates, the Trees, they know that 
they ſhall never reap the Fruits of ? What makes 
them build che Houſes, that will laſt for many 
Generations after they are dead and gone, but the 
Care and Concern they have for their Poſterity, 
that it may be well with their Children, and with 
their Childrens Children after them? We ſee Men 
guard, in all their Contracts, as much againſt E- 
vils to core, as thoſe that are preſent, or near ar 
hand. If a Man ſhould undermine our Houle, 
we ſhould not be content and cafe, altho* the 
Men of skill ſhould aflure us, it would laſt and 
ſtand 
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ſtand our time, witch all ſecurity ; we ſhould be 
fearful that it might not do fo ; or if it ſhould, 
we ſhould be careful for our Children. 

Whoever lays the Foundation of our Miſery, 
does then begin to make us miſerable, ctho' we 
may not feel it for ſome time after. So when 
we decline towards old Age, we often find our 
ſelves pain'd and diſeas'd, with the Strains that 
happened in Yourh, and vigorous Exerciſes, which 
then were over-look'd ud quire negle&ted. No 
. one can tell exaRly when this Miſchief will break 
out, and what the Effects will be ; but let them 
be as kind as they can, they will be very heavy 
rothe Nation, When once the ſuſpicion of cal- 
ling in this Money ſhall appear, " will una- 
yoidably be a ſuddain ſtop of Trade, among 
Retailers, for ſome time; for no one will receive 
what he is ſure to loſe by; and this, tho? it be 
ſhort, will yet be hard and grievous to mean 
People, and ſuch as live by the Day, who will not 
know how to fhnd themſelves and Families with 
Neceſſacies for ſome ſpace of time, till Money 
get into its ol&Current. 

This Miſchief may appear ſhort and inconhi- 
derable ; bur be it ſo, what is the Good thar 
counter-balances it ? What need is there of any 
Miſchief? Why ſhould thefe Villains hazard the 
Diſtreſs 
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Diſtreſs and Miſery of poor and labouring Peo- 
ple, tho' it were but for a Week? The Common 
People then, will ſee and feel the Injury and Mil- 
chiet that is done by Clipping, which now they 
cannot underſtand, or will not well conſider. 
They will find that the liccle Money they then 
have, will not go for more than its juſt weight ; 
and be convinc'd by Hunger and Thirſt, chat Clip- o 
pers are as truly Thieves and Robbers, as thole 
they find upon the High-ways, or breaking up 
their Houſes, and do as well deſerve their Chains 
and Halrters. 

And who can tell, whether every fingle Per- 
ſon muſt not bear his own Burthen, and ſtand 
to the loſs of all that is wanting of due Weight, 
of all the Money he is Maſter of ? And it he 
muſt, the Cry will be like that of Egypt, loud | 
and univerſal, for every Family will be a loſer : 
Burt it will fall ſevereſt on the Poor, who from 
a litcle can ſpare none. 

One of our Hiſtorians [ W. Femigford, Anno 
1180.]rells us, That in H. the Second's time, the 
Money of the Kingdom was fo corrupt, that it 
was fain to be chang'd and call'd in ; It was in- 
deed neceflary, bur it fell exceeding hard upon 
the Poor and Country-People. So it was allo in 
the time of Hen..Ill. upon calling in the old 
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and clip'd Money [ M. Paris, Anno 1248.] b 
Proclamation, the People were more diſtreſs'd, 
than if Corn had been at Half a Crown a Buſhel, 
(which was then, I believe, equal to Twelve or 
Four fteen Shillings now ) for the new Money was 
not yet come to their great Towns; and when it 
was, they receiv'd no more new, than their old 
came to by weight ; paying alſo, over and a- 
bove, Thirteen Pence in the Pound for Coinage ; 
fo: that beſides the loſs of Time, and the great 
Charge they were at, to come to the leveral Places 
of Exchange, they were ſent away with hardly 
Twenty Shillings, for every Thirty, that they 
brought along with them. Ar#abatur Populus, 
non mediocriter damnificatus. The People were 
ftraicned, and receiv'd no (mall dammage ; they 
loſt, you ſee, one Third. The Poor ſtill ſuffered 
molt, and fo it will always be; for a ſmall 
Weight is heavy to the Weak and Faint; and a 
lictle Loſs grievous to ſuch as have but lictle. 

Neither, Laſtly, Is the Evil far remov'd, altho' 
the Publick bear the Loſs, for every Man is Part 
and Parcel*of che Publick. 

And if the Mt receive the little Money in, 
and deliver out good and full, yer muſt it needs 
be, that theſe Particulars muſt fill the Exchequer, in 
zerurn for what they have receiv'd of new Money. 
Thar 
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"That is, a general Tax muſt anſwer for the Rob- 
beries of theſe Villains; the Good and Inno- 
cent, the Careful and Induſtrious People, muſt 
contribute to the making up the loſs the Publick 
ſuſtains by che lnjuſtice and Theft of Clippers. 
And how ſoon this will be, no one can cell bur 
by the haſte chat is made to make it neceſlary, it 
cannot well be far off. 

I have ſpoken exceeding modeſtly and mode- 
rately, when I ſuppoſed we were only cheated of 
one Third; I did it to make the Cale plain, for 
every one ſces, that near to half is taken away, 
which opens the Paſlage to a Suſpicion, that Co- 
vetouſneſs as well as Luxury, is at the bottom, in 
the Crime of Clipping ; and that ſome People 
will grow Rich thereby, as well as others feed 
their Vices and Neceſſities ; for it does not ſeem 
very probable, that ſo auch Money ſhould be 
ſpent by thoſe poor and mean Wrerches, who 
are commonly diſcovered to live by this unjuſt 
and wicked Practice :: The Summ is much too 
big for them; and one cannor well account, how 
almoſt all che old Silver that” circles round the 
Nation, ſhould come into thele Clippers Hands 
in the compals of a few Years. 

But with this | have little todo. Ir is enough 


to anſwer my Deſign and Purpoſe, it I have 
D 2 ſhewn 
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ſhewn you with any clearneſs, the Miſchiefs of 
corrupting and debaſing Money, the Coining 
bad Metal, and the clipping and ſtealing from 
good ; for then the way is open to the juſtifica- 
tion. of the Laws, that are made to puniſh ſuch 
Offenders; which was the Third and laſt Parti- 
cular. 

Nothing can juſtifte the ſeverity of Legal 
Puniſhments, but their Neceſſity ; and nothing 
evidences this Neceſſity, like the fight and know. 
ledge of thoſe Evils and Miſchiefs the Laws de- 
ſign to prevent as well as puniſh : And there. 
fore, the laying open the Injurics and Miſchiefs 
of Clipping and Coining is the readieft way to 
clear the Reaſon and Juſtice of ſuch Laws, as 
doom to Death ſuch Maletactors. 

This I have been already trying to do, and 
tho', there is no doubt, but the Men of Skill and 
Experience in Trade; and Money-matters can fee 
more Miſchiefs than I mention, riſing from theſe 
Practices, yet certainly theſe mentioned are ſufhici- 
ent to. acquit our Laws from being Cruel or Un- 
juſt ; for what can Laws do leſs, than ſecure the 
Honour of the Nation (which is much concern'd 
in the Goodnels and Weight of its currant Coin ) 
with reſpect to Foreigners, and juit and righteous 
Dealing with one another. at home ? And if no- 

thing 
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thing leſs than Death will ſerve to theſe good 
Ends, then putting Men to Death-for Clip- 
ping and Coining 1s neither Cruel nor Unjult. 
And tho' more Pity uſually attends theſe Crimi- 
nals than others, yet the Laws have not there- 
fore leſs of Reaſon and Equity, that condemn 
them; nor is their Fault lels heinous in ir ſelf, 
or miſchievous to others. Bute our Pity ariſes 
from hence, That we ſee Men going to ſuffer 
Death for a Crime, by which we know of none 
that are undone, or greatly injur'd ; the Evil is 
unfix'd and underermin'd, and we cannot pur 
our ſelves into their Condition who are hurt by 
theſe Offenders, as we can and do in other Caſes, 
which excites our Indignation. Thus when a 
Thief breaks'in upon a Houle and ſteals, we are 
immediately ſenſible both of the Fright and In- 
jury, which a particular Perſon feels, and the 
Concern we have for him and his Family, that 
may be undone by the Robbery, counter-ba- 
lances our Pity for the Criminal. Self is moce 
nearly couched, for this may be the Cale of eve- 
ry honeſt Man, and therefore fear for our Selves 
and Familics, as in danger of being ruin'd by the 
like Villaay, out-weighs our Piry to a Felon. 
But in the Calc of falle Coinage or Clipping, we 
think immediately only of a Dammage to the 
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Treaſury, which we eſteem above our Piry : Or 
we conceive a Dammage publick and general, 
which excites no pitiful Reſentments in us, be- 
cauſe we have our Eye on no particular Man as 
ruin'd or undone thereby. 

Bur the remembrance of what hath been 
above-ſaid, of the Miſchiefs that are truly done, 
both ro the Publick, and to almoſt all Particu- 
lars, will change this ill-plac'd and miſtaken Pi 
ry, and transfer it to thoſe, that ſuffer Want and 
Miſery by theſe ill Praftices, altho* we do not 
know them in particular ; for 'tis impoſſible char 
ſo much Miſchief ſhould be done, bur ſome or 
other muſt ſuffer by it. 

But to ſhew you that our Laws are neither 
cruel nor unjuſt in this Aﬀair, it is ſufficient 
ro ſay, that they agree with the Laws of almoſt 
all Nations, which {cldom do conſpire in bloody 
and inhumane Executions. 

The Romans conſidered this Crime of Clip- 
ping and Coining, generally ſpeaking, as Figh- 
Treaſon : They made exact enquiries after theſe 
Offenders : They tortured Men to confeſs their 
Accomplices : They allowed Rewards and Pri- 
vileges to ſuch as would Impeach ; if they were 
Slaves, they were ſet at Liberty, and the Ex- 
chequer paid their Ranſom to their Maſters : If 
one 
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one of theſe Offenders e\capd our of Cuſtody, 
his Keeper, if privy to- it, certainly died for 
him if the Maſter or Owner of the Houſe or 
Place where ſuch Offence was commirted, were IG 
conſcious to the thing, alcho' not aRually em- 
ploy'd himſelf, he forfeited his Houſe, Goods, 
and Eſtate, and was himſelf Tranſported ; and 
if he knew nothing of the matter, yet he For- 
feited his Houſe, unleſs he made himſelf the firſt 
diſcovery to the Magiſtrate (to oblige them, 4 
fuppole, to- greater caution whom they truſted 
m their Houſes.) All Servants, Helpers, and 
Aſſiſtants, were alſo Condemn'd to dye, as well 
as the principal Agent : And the Death they often 
underwent, was being burnt, And yet the Ro- 5S-- 
mans were as ſparing of Blood, and as merciful B 
in their Executions as any Nation whatever. 

The Laws of the Wiſigoths puniſhed theſe kind Rerun 
of Offenders, it they were Slaves, with the loſs — 
of their Right-hand ; if they were Freemen, with 7.m. I11. 
the loſs of half their Eſtates, and being made ?42-95)- 
Slaves to whom the King pleas d. 

The Laws of our own Country in King Athel- C 
ſtan's time, puniſhed them (as above) with the 
cutting off their Right-hands, and fixing them 
overthe place where they committed the Offence. 

In King Ethelred's days they were to vogrye the 
-eble 
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Treble Ordeal (i.e. to carry a Red-hot Iron of 
three pound weight in their hands ſuch a deter- 
mined ſpace of Ground) and if they milcarried 
there, they were to dye. In Henry I. time they 
were Condemned to loſe, ſome theic Hands, and 
ſome their Eyes: And ſome (in alluſion to the 
Word) who were found to adulterate the Kings 
Coin, were ſo puniſh'd as if the Laws intended 
to prevent Adultery it ſelf : As appears in our 
Hiſtories of thoſe Times. Theſe Puniſhments 
were after chang'd into the Modern Executions, 
and have ſo continued ever fince, altho' 'tis pro- 
bable that Puniſhments of greater Pam and con- 


ſtant Shame, ſuch as they heretofore were, would 


lecure us better, than putting Men to a ſhort and 
calie Death. 

Thus much I think may ſufhce to vindicate 
our Laws from the reproach of being Cruel or 
Unjuſt ; and (if Men will but well conſider) 
ro wean them from thart ſoft pernicious render- 
neſs, that ſometimes, certainly, reſtrains the hand 
of Juſtice, flackens the care and vigilance of Ma- 
ſtrates, keeps back the Under Officers, corrupts 
the Juries ( for Paſſions and Aﬀections bribe as 
well as Gifts) and with-holds the Evidence, both 
from appearing and from ſpeaking out, when 


they appear. "Theſe arc the ill effects of a weak 
and 
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and undue compaſſion, ſhewn elpecially co theſe 
kind of Offenders, which help ('tis more than 
likely) to encreaſe their mn and the Mi- 
ſery of honeſt People, and therefore ſhould be 
better thought upon by ſuch as are- ſo concern'd. 

And now, if I have ſhewn you (as [ thought 
ro do) That this Offence is fruitful of Milchiets ; 
that it diſhonours the Kingdom, and does ap- 
parently damnifie every- particular Man, and 
will do more and more fo, and fall art laſt with 
a moſt deadly weight ſomewhere or other, and, 
to be ſure, with greater violence on the Poor 
and Mean, who are leaſt able ro endure it ; if 
this be manifeſt, our Laws and Executions are 
not only clear'd from all their Imputations, buc 
I have alſo found out, for theſe Wretches, a ſuf. 
ficient Ground and Botrom for Repentance, 
which they, it ſeems, are generally ignorane of: 
They can ſee they have offended againſt the Laws 
and Statutes of the Kingdom, and can acknow- 
ledge that their other Sins and Offences have be- 
tray d them to theſe Praftices, bur they cannor 
ſee the juſtice of thoſe Laws, nor the wicked- 
neſs of theſe PraQtices : They can be ſorry for 
their great Misfortune, but they know not how 
to repent of Clipping and Coining, as Sins a 

inſt God or their Neighbour ; and therefore 
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however guilty they may be in other reſpects, 
yet the ſenſe of theſe Offences affects them lirtle 
or nothing. All this pretended Innocence de- 
ends ( as I have ſhewn ) on this miſtake, thar 
No one is Injur'd bereby ; and they . preſume that 
no one is Injur'd, becaule they —_ the Injury 
of no particular one, nor know of any that is 
Injur'd by it : The Evil that is done is unfix'd 
and undetermin'd to Time, or Place, or Perſon, 
and therefore they conclude that none is truly 
done. If theſe were not their private conceits, 
why ſhould not they conclude themſelves as 
guilty of Theft and Fraud, and of Injuſtice, as 
much as any other Robbers, and conſequently - 
repent as throughly and ſincerely of them ? Bur 
it will not follow, that becauſe a Man either ' 

forgets or knows not whom he has Injur'd, that 
he #2 therefore Injur'd none, nor needs to re- 
pent or make amends. For if a Man ſhould, 
in the courſe of his Calling, ſer aſide the fear of 
God, and all regard to Honeſty and [uſtice, and 
make his advantage of People's Ignorance and 
Simplicity, their Eaſineſs or want of Under: 
ſtanding, and Cheat them all he could, with- 
out intending to Cheat any one particular more 
than another, it will not follow that he has 
Cheated none, becauſe he intended to Cheat no 
parti- 
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particular ; nor will it follow that he has Cheated 
no more than he remembers to have Cheated ; 
nor will it follow that he is obliged to repent of 
no more Injuſtice than he can call ro mind done 
to Particulars ; nor will it follow that he is not 
obliged to Reſtitution and Amendment, becauſe 
he has Cheated more than he remembers. The 


Man knows very well that he defign'd his own ' 


adyantage all the while, and had no confidera- 
tion of the Means ; and knows that a great deal 


of wrong muſt needs be done, and that He did 
it ; and knows that a great deal of Wrong calls 


for a great deal of Sorrow, and a great deal of * 


Satisfa&tion. And this is certainly the Coiners 
and the Clippers Caſe, which requires as full and 
true Repentance as any other Robbery whatſo- 


ever, in as much as it is equal to any Theft of . 


the ſame Value, with reſpect to private People, 

and with reſpe&t to the Publick much above it. 
And what is ſaid of theſe as Principals, is alſo 
true in its proportion of all that are Accellaries ; 
all that are any ways concern'd in this Afﬀair, 
ſuch as knowingly provide or make their proper 
Inſtruments ; ſuch as go up and down, whether 
in City or Country, to procure broad Money ; 
ſuch as ſell theſe People nu" Money for great 
Gain, which cannot poſſibly be done without a 
E 2 ſtrong 
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ſtrong ſuſpicion of the Purchaſer ; and ſuch as 
are employed to vend and put off theſe pieces 
ſo corrupted and debas'd ; and laſtly, ſuch as 
ealily receive and purchaſe the Clippings and 
Filings of Silver, at the Hands of juſtly-to-be- 
ſuſpected Sellers. I know not how they can 
(any of them) acquit themſelves (not to the 
Laws and Statutes of the Kingdom only, bur ) 
tro God above, and to their own Conlciences, 
who are in any ſort Partakers with thele Robbers 
of the Publick. 
. And upon this Account, a Diſcourſe of chis 
' Nature may be (I hope) in this Place, as juſti- 
hable, as any one elſe upon the Eighth Command- 
ment: And 1 will believe I ſpeak to Magiſtrates, 
not only careful of the Dignity and Honour of 
our Laws, but of the Welfare and Security of 
innocent and honeſt People, and who will there- 
fore take what Care they can, to bring to Light, 
and Puniſhment, theſe Offenders. And if there 
appears bur lictle of Chriſtianity in ſuch Sermons, 
it will be to ſuch as conſider not, how great a 
Part, Juſtice and Honeſty, and fair and righte- 
ous Dealing make up of this Divine Religion; 
and how great Care the DoCtrines of the Go- 
ſpel rake, not only of Mens Souls in the World 
to come, but of the Good and Welfare of their 
Bodies 
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Bodies here. An honeft Man and a good Chri- 
ſtian will never be two diſtin chings in a Chri- 
ſtian Kingdom ; for the chiet Delign of our Re- 
ligion is to make us good and honeſt Men in 
this World, and to propole Rewards to ſuch as 
will be ſo, in the World to come. And there- 
fore, if I have convinced any one, of the Fraud 
and Villany, the Injuſtice and the Theft, of 
Coining and Clipping, and thereby ſhall deterr 
them from entring on, or perſiſting in, thoſe evil 
Practices, or ſhall reclaim them from them, and 
occaſion their Repentance and Amendment, I 
ſhall make no. doubt of having ſerved the In- 
tereſt and Deſign of Chriſtianity, in a great many 
Particulars. And in this Hope I will end this 

Sermon, leaving it to the Bleſſing of God Almighty, 
" the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; to whom be all 
Honour, and Glory, now and for ever, 


” kh and 
— 


PF”. b . 
= : Te 
\ kat dd — oy ; dls td - 


WS, 
"+ 


B 


L.II. 9g. Th. Cod. Tit. 21. Conſtantinus ad Januarium. 


Uoniam nonnull; Monetarii adulterina moneta, clandeſtins ſcele- 
ribus exercent, cunti cognoſcant, neceſſitatem ſibi incumbere hu- 
juſmodi homines, inquirendi, ut inveſtigati tradantur Fudicin, fafti 
conſcios per tormenta illico prodituri, ac fic digns ſupplicits addicends. 
2. Accuſatoribus etiam corum immunitatem permittimuws ; cujus mo- 
dus, quoniam diſpar cenſus eft, a Nobs per fingulos Batuetur. Serves 
etiam qui hoc detulerint Civitate Romani donamus, ut eorum domi=- 
ni precium 4 Fiſco percipiant. 3. Si qu#s autem Militum hujuſme- 
di Perſonam ſuſceptam, de cuſtodia exire fecerit , Capite puniatur. 
4. Appellandi etiam privato licentia denegetur, fi vero Miles aut Pro- 
motus hujuſmods crimen incurrit, ſuper ejus nomine & gradu ad nos re- 
feratur. 5. $i dominum fundi vel domus conſcium eſſe probabitur, de- 
portari eum in inſulam oportebit, cunu ejus rebus protinus confiſcands : 
Si vero eo ignaro crimen pr? wy » poſſeſſionem aut domum debet 
amittere in qua id ſcelus admiſſum eft. Ator fundi, vel ſerow, vel 
Incola, vel Colonus qui hoc miniſterium prebuit cum eo qui fecit, ſup- 
plicio capitali pletetur, nibilominus fundo, vel domo fiſci viribus vin- 
dicanda. 6. Quod fi Dominus ante ipnorans, ut primum repperit, 
ſcelus prodidit atum, minime poſſeſſio vel Domus ipſins proſcripti- 
onn injurie ſubjacebit : Sed auftorem ac miniſtrum pena Capitalis 
excipicrt. Dar. 12. Kal. Decemb.Rom. Criſpo. 2. & Conſtantino. 2. 
CC. Coſff. ([ 321. } 


L. I. Cod. Th. Tit. 22. Imp. Conſtantinus, Leontio, P. P. 


Omnes Solidi in quibus noſtri vultus ac veneratio una eſt, uno pre- 
tio eſtimandi ſunt atque vendendi, quanquam diverſa forme menſura 
fit : Nec enim qui majore habitu facies extenditur, majors eft pretii ; 
aut qui anguſtiore expreſſione concluditur minors haberi credendw eſt, 
cum nr idem exoſtat. Quod fi qus aliter fecerit, aut capite puni- 
ri debet, aut flamms tradi, aut alia pena mortifera. Quod ille etiam 


patietur, qui menſuram Circuli exteriors adraſerit, ut ponders mi- 

nuat quantitatem: Vel figuratum ſolidum aqdultera imitatione in 

20s, Dar. 7. Kal. Aug. Gallicano & Baſſo Cofl. 
317. 
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Si monetarius reus fuerit, amputetur ei manus, ur ſuper 
monete Fabricam. Si beculparie fr & /e nada an ad - as 
rum calidum, & adlegiet manum ad Canfaram (candens ferrum) 
non falſum fecit. $i in Ordalio rew fuerit, fiat ei quod ſupradittum 
eſt. Leg. Athelſtani R. Jo. Brompton. p. $43. 

Et omnis Monetarius qui accuſabitur quod falſum fecit, poſtquam 
interdiftum fuit, adeat Triplex Ordalium, & fi culpabilis fit, occi- 
datur. Leg. Ethelredi R. 11. 26. 27. 27. 28. 29. 30. p. $98. 

De correttione Pecunie, ut una moneta per totes has Nationes ſine 
omni falſo teneatur, & nemo repudiet eam. Et qui poſthanc falſabit 
manum perdat unde fecerit ; &© nec argento, aut auro, vel ulls mods 
redimatur. $i Prepoſitus accuſetur qued ejus licentia quis falſum 
fecerit, purget ſe _ lada, quod fi purgationem fregerit, inde 
judicium babeat quod qui falſum npatis Leg. Canuti R. 30. 


. 923- 
n Quicunque falſam Monetam, ſe ſciente fecerit, aut ſtudioſe ex+ 
penderit, tanquam Malediftus, & Pauperum Oppreſſor, & Turbator 
Civitets 4 Fidelium Conſortio ſeparetur. Concil. A. D.1123. 


Monetam quoque corruptam & falſam ſub tanta animadverſione 
corrigi ftatuit, ut nullus qui Pe et deprehendi falſos denarios facere, 
aliqua redemptione, quin Oculos, & inferiores Corporis partes perderet, 
juvari valeret. Simeon Dunelm. A. 1108. 

Joh. Brompton ( p. 1000.) places it in Anno 1103. and ſays they 
were to loſe both their Eyes ; ſo does H. de Knyghton. 2377. 


Chron. Saxon. An. $125. 


Hoc anno, miſit Rex ( Hen. 1.) ante Chriſti Feftum, de Normannia 
in Anglorum Terram, & juſſit omnes Monetarios qui erant in Anglia 
privars membris ; ſcilicet n__ dextra manu, © teſticulis ; quod 
fattum eft quoniam qui habuit Libram = potuit _ rem mercari 
uno iſtius io, in quovis foro. Tunc Rogerus Epiſcopus Sarigbu- 
nos miſiet per og}. Angliam & juſſit eos an —_ Winto- 
nia «d Chriſti Feſtum. Cum eo perveniſſent, ſevecati fuerune figilatim, 
& praciſa erat cuique dextra manus ac teſticuli, Totum hoc faftum 
eft intra duodecim feſti Natalium dies, & quidem jure Optine, 
quippe damnum maximum intuliſſent roti gents tantam vim metal 
vitioſi coemends. 
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